READY TO USE MUSIC

The music of the Queen
Various tracks
Suitable for all age groups
_______

Introduction
This is a special session, remembering Her Majesty the Queen, Elizabeth II, upon her death. it is designed to celebrate the value of music and how it can impact each of us deeply. We will explore what our musical choices say about us and why they may mean so much. In 2016, the Queen’s top-ten favourite songs were revealed. This session uses that list as a basis for discussion.

The session
As you begin this session, acknowledge that we have recently heard the sad news of the death of Her Majesty the Queen. Introduce this session as is appropriate to your group, and in relation to other ways you may be marking this with your community. Provide space for the group to talk as they need and explain that this is a special session to mark her death, and to consider something of her character, personality and faith.
When you are ready, ask the group if they have a favourite song and invite them to share it. Ask them if it has always been their favourite, or if it is a new favourite. If you asked them to give their top three or five songs from their life so far, what might they include? Perhaps they would remember a favourite nursery rhyme or TV theme tune from when they were very little. There might be a favourite family song that means a lot to them, or a new song they can’t get out of their head.
Explain to the group that in 2016, a list of the Queen’s top ten songs was revealed. Go through the list, checking if they group know any of them, talking about where and when the songs come from, and what they may say about her. The full list and clips can be found here. 
Talk about the different character of these tracks: some are humorous (‘Anything you can do!’) while others are more serious and perhaps more meaningful. The same may be true for our lists – some may be silly or funny, while we may connect more with the words of others.
For the Queen, we have heard a lot about her Christian faith. In this list, there are two hymns which may tell us more about what her faith meant to her. Talk about each of these and ask the group why they think these songs are so important.
Ask the group to think about whether there may be a song that means something to them and their journey with God. It may be a song from church, or something in the charts. Give them the opportunity to share as appropriate and talk about why these songs are so important to us. Rather than focusing on a particular passage in the Bible, allow the discussion to flow and follow the group’s lines of thought, drawing out the connections to scripture as appropriate and provoking their thinking.
Alternatively, you may choose to focus on Psalm 23 and why this meant so much to the Queen. 
Draw your session to a close in prayer, as is appropriate to the needs of your group.
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