SESSION 2

Christmas

@ MEETING AIM
+J | To be excited about the story of
Jesus’ birth.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Matthew 1-2; Luke 1-2
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BACKGROUND

It may seem strange to have the
Christmas story in September,
but exploring this story out of
season will allow the children
to think about what is going on
without the distraction of parties
and presents, and without

them being over-excited! Link
this story of Jesus coming to
earth with previous stories you
have explored, particularly the
prophets foretelling his coming
(from session 1).
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CIRCLE TIME

As you begin the session, invite
Q the children to sit together in a

circle and share a story from their
week. Sometimes it’s helpful to have a sand
timer so that you have time for each person
to share if they want to. If a child doesn’t
want to say anything, that’s fine. Pray and
thank God for all the stories shared and the
stories that weren’t mentioned.

SETTING THE SCENE
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Ask the children to tell you what happens
in the Christmas story. When they have
identified the key points, get them to help
you build some simple sets for the scenes
in the story. A chair and table for Mary or
Elizabeth’s homes, two chairs to mark the
edges of the house in Bethlehem and a box
as a manger, a green blanket and some toy
sheep for the hillside. Let them use their
imagination and whatever is to hand.
Position the ‘sets’ in a horseshoe shape so
the children not acting can just turn to see
what happens next.
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BIBLE STORY

Tell the children that you're going to act out
the Christmas story and let them choose
who they want to be. You will read the story
and theywilluse the setstomimeand,ifthey
are confident, improvise lines. Organise
everyone with their parts and costumes;
you will need Mary and Joseph, an angel,
Elizabeth, more angels and some shepherds.
Asyouread the story, you (or another leader)
will have to help the children play their part
and know where to go:

If the children are enjoying it, and you
have time, act out the story again, maybe
swapping parts so that everyone can have a
go at another character.

CHATTING TOGETHER

Ask the children these questions,
G encouraging everyone to take
turns to contribute:
*  What is your favourite part of this story?
*  What surprised you the most about this
story?
*  What do you like about Christmas?
*  What else do you know about Jesus?

CREATIVE RESPONSE

Help each child to make their own
simple nativity set using the resources
available to you. They could paint the
characters on pebbles, draw them on
cardboard tubes, model them from pipe
cleaners, make figures from egg boxes,
dolly pegs or even simple card shapes with
ablob of plasticine to make them stand up.
If your budget allows, you can buy make-
your-own nativity sets.

Encourage the children to retell the
story using their set, more active children
might prefer to use the costumes etc to get
up and act it out themselves again. Either
way, use this time to ask the children who
the story tells us Jesus really is.

PRAYER

G Set the Christmas tree up in your

space and give the children a bauble or
decoration each. Ask the children to come
up, one-by-one, to hang their decoration on
the tree and thank God for a different part
of the story. Once you have finished, look at
the tree and sing your favourite Christmas
song together (you don’t need music, just
your voices!).
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